
ADDING AND SUBTRACTING 
POLYNOMIALS

7.2



You can add or subtract polynomials using a vertical or horizontal method to combine 
like terms.

Example 1

Remember to subtract, you add the opposite.



Example 2



On Your Own

= 5𝑏 − 13 = 8𝑥2 − 2𝑥 − 2

= 5𝑝2 + 2𝑝 = −3𝑘2 − 𝑘 + 11





On Your Own

(−16𝑡2 − 25𝑡 + 200) − (−16𝑡2 + 100)

= −25𝑡 + 100

The distance between the objects is 75 ft.

5. In Example 3, the polynomial −16𝑡2 − 25𝑡 + 200 represents the height of the 
penny after t seconds.  What is the distance between the objects after 1 second?

= −16𝑡2 − 25𝑡 + 200 + (16𝑡2 − 100)

= −16𝑡2 + 16𝑡2 + −25𝑡 + (200 − 100)

= −25 1 + 100

= 75


