
Lesson 6.5



Percents can be used to describe how an amount changes.

This is used to compare differences of increases or 
decreases.  For example, the price of gasoline has 
decreased from $4.00/gal. to $2.00 per gallon.  The 
average price of homes has decreased from $500,000 to 
$425,000.  Which has decreased more?



Many people might say that the prices of 
homes have decreased more than the price of 
gas.  The homes have decreased by $75,000 
and the gas has decreased by $2.  However, we 
need to consider what we are comparing.  

Homes are very expensive in relation to 
gasoline.  We are comparing two very different 
things.



There is a formula we can use to calculate the percent of 
change.  Then we can compare the two different items.



Now let’s look at the home and gasoline prices. 

=
500,000 − 425,000

500,000

= 0.15

= 15%

The house prices went from 

$500,000 to $425,000.  

% 𝑜𝑓 𝑐ℎ𝑎𝑛𝑔𝑒 =
𝑎𝑚𝑜𝑢𝑛𝑡 𝑜𝑓 𝑐ℎ𝑎𝑛𝑔𝑒

𝑜𝑟𝑖𝑔𝑖𝑛𝑎𝑙 𝑎𝑚𝑜𝑢𝑛𝑡

=
75,000

500,000

The gas prices went from 

$4 to $2.  

=
4 − 2

4

=
2

4

= 0.5

= 50%
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